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very closely with what has been described about India
by Megasthenes. We find the castes almost exclusive ;
flesh-eating, though still practised, going out of fashion ;
Shiva and Vishnu-worship fully established. The
geographical knowledge of the whole country had been
acquired, and the Mahabharata locates the people of
India much in the same way in which Greek geogra-
phers have located them. Curiously enough, a people
who cover themselves with their ears, are mentioned
in the Mahabharata, and this absurdity of nature is
spoken of and believed in by Megasthenes. Grammar,
Logic and Vedanta were already formulated and
studied. We shall discuss this subject in detail in
a separate book, but it is sufficient here to remark
that the present Mahabharata discloses a state of things
which cannot have been earlier than the days of Megas-
thenes.
Astronomy furnishes us with still more definite data
in this connection.    In feet, the progress in the develop-
ment   of astronomical   knowledge,   disclosed  by   the
Mahabharata, shows us the different  stages through
which the work must have passed.    We have thus in
the   Mahabharata   the   Nakshatras   or   constellations
beginning with  Krittikas, a system which   must have
been introduced thousands of years ago (as we shall
show later on) and which reminds us of the time when
Vyasa must have composed the original  epic.     We
have again a reference to the time when the winter
solstice took place in Dhanishtha, as mentioned in the
Vedanga Jyotisha, whose date Dixit calculates on this
basis at about  1400 B.C.    We have further still a